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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: . course could make pretty sure of striking the south coast of
Java. The new plan led to several ships sighting various parts of the west coast of Australia in the course of the
next six or seven years. Amongst others, the despatch jacht Leeumin, (Lioness), in 1622, doubled the Cape to
which she gave her name. Even by the new route the voyage to the Indies was often very protracted, the
Leeunin, tor instance, taking 13 months to reach Batavia. There was also the danger of overshooting the mark,
as Pieter Nuyts found (1627), when in the Guide Zeepaert (Golden Seahorse) he found himself at the islands of
St. Peter and St. Francis, at the head of the Great Australian Bight, and had to coast back some hundreds of
miles until he could round Cape Leetiwin. The new discoveries quickly attracted the attention and interest not
only of the Colonial Government but of the Home Directors, and were a frequent subject of correspondence
between the Council of Seventeen and their Governors-General. As early as 1618 the Directors wrote to
Governor-General Coen respecting the discovery of a great land situate to the south of Java reported by the
ship Eendragt, Commanders Houtman, Edel, and others, recommending that ships should be sent to examine it
and report on its inhabitants and resources, and the opening it might offer for profitable trade; and also to try
to find a passage eastward into the Great South Sea....
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