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Excerpt: .heights of the cliffs and falls. Of El Capitan, Whitney
says it seems as if hewed from the mountains on purpose to
6tand as the type of eternal massiveness. It is doubtful if
anywhere in the world is presented so squarely cut, so lofty,
and so imposing a face of rock. In a recess in one corner is the
Virgin s Tears fall, 1,000 feet high, rarely seen by travellers, as
the creek which supplies it is dried up early in the season; it is
superior, while it lasts, to the famous Staubbach fall in
Switzerland, the admiration of Alpine tourists, and one of the
finest in Europe. The Indian name of El Capitan is Tutocanula,
said to be an imitation of the cry of the cranes, which in winter
used to enter the valley over this rock. Directly opposite is the
beautiful Bridal...
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