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Elizabethan image of women in general. Maybe because Desdemona, Ophelia and Lady Macbeth are rather
tragic figures with a developed character. All main female characters seem to have the same tragic element
attached to them namely their early unnatural death. Potter sees this early death as an erotic quality which
seems to be inherent in all of Shakespeare s female charactersl. All women seem to have loaded guilt upon
them prior to their death. Lady Macbeth is guilty of at least helping in carrying out a murder. Gertrude is guilty
of remarrying so quickly after her husband s death. But finding guilt in Desdemona and Ophelia seems rather
hard to manage. Desdemona is found guilty by her husband but the audience knows she is not, while Ophelia
may be found guilty by the reader to have betrayed Hamlet by not requiting his love. Apart from guilt
obedience seems to play a major role in the context of the female characters. Othello wants his wife to be
obedient and fears she is not independent of whether he is present or not but when he is present he uses force
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