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Mrs. Howard, the King s mistress, exists to prove that Young equally needed advice in the arts of obtaining
Church preferment; he was importunate, yet he got little. In 1730 he was glad to take Welwyn, a college living;
and the next year he married a widow of quality, Lady Klizabeth Leigh. The poetry Young published during
these years was beneath contempt, yet he Autograph Note of Young s was already meditating upon the outlines
of his great and enduring work. When close upon the mature age of sixty, with no production behind him which
could really encourage him to confidence in his gifts, Young began the composition of the very elaborate poem
which placed him in the first rank of contemporary writers. The Complaint, or Night Thoughts, appeared from
1742 to 1744, and greatly impressed the age with its moral sublimity. Young, however, was unable to repeat his
success; he published several other works in prose and verse, but none of them rose above his earlier level of
fustian and flatness He considered himself to be cruelly neglected, and applied to the King and the Archbishop
of Canterbury for preferment; Secker s reply is a monument of irony. The solitary success which attended his
efforts was almost sarcastically inadequate; when he was nearly eighty he was appointed Clerk of the Closet to
the Princess Dowager. Young lived on at Welwyn until he had nearly...
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