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Excerpt: . . . Act pertain directly to the needs of limited-re-Objectives source growers in the northern Florida
area and Following are the specific objectives of the pilot this pilot project. project in northern Florida, which
may encourage replication of the Cooperatives efforts in other The research agenda should include the devel-
areas of the country. opment of technologies suited to small-scale farms ( Rec. 1. 3 ). 1 ) Evaluate the
opportunities for limited-resource producers to supply a local school lunch pro- USDA agencies, with leadership
from the gram with agricultural products through a pilot USDA Office of Outreach, should seek to project.
develop and implement innovative ways to partner with the private and nonprofit sectors. 2 ) Monitor and
evaluate the pilot project with Through improved partnerships, USDA funds regard to cost effectiveness. could
be targeted to community-based organi-zations to help connect farmers and farm-3 ) Monitor and evaluate the
pilot project with workers with the technical and organizational regard to student acceptance. information
developed by and available from USDA, land-grant universities, and other 4 ) Monitor and evaluate the pilot
project with agencies. .. ( Rec. 2.9). regard to administrative acceptance. . . . financial and technical assistance
programs 5) Monitor and evaluate the pilot project with should give priority to assisting the develop-regard to
nutritional value. ment of cooperatives that will primarily benefit small farm operators ( Rec. 3. 16 ). A Time to
Act Value-added initiatives should pursue specialty and differentiated products where small farms In July
1997,...
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