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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .of an ex-mayor of a city, and also from the standpoint of the general
counsel of a contracting company engaged in laying pavements. | hope, therefore, to be able to discuss the
questiori somewhat from both sides. There was one expression in that paper to which | desire, at the beginning,
to record my most earnest approval, and that was the statement that every city should have a plant to look
after the maintenance and repair of the streets of the city. The only amendment | could offer to that statement
would be to add that that plant should be prepared not only to look after the maintenance and repair of the
streets, but should be able to pave the streets. In my humble judgment, a city of 25,000 or 50,000 inhabitants
that has no stone crusher, no road roller, no plant for the laying of some kind of modern pavement, is not
worthy to be called a city. It is a mere village. One of the first and fundamental principles for which municipal
governments were organized was to open and widen streets, and yet in this day of 1905, there are over half of
the larger cities that are neglecting the original function for which their charters were issued, and are allowing
their streets to be built and repaired by contract, a practical confession of inability to govern themselves. | shall
hurry along and merely mention some of those things that have been suggested to...
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